Unite Offshore

Save the UK OffShore
Energy Industry
Write to the UK Minister for Business, Energy &
Industrial Strategy Today

Update
E-Postcard to MPs Campaign
Throughout May and June 2020 Unite Offshore invited members and workers to
sign a petition and send an e-postcard to their MP via the union.
Nearly 1600 offshore workers signed the petition side of this action and 1255
offshore workers asked for an e-postcard to be sent to the MP. All 1255 epostcards have now been sent to over 160 MPs across the four nations of the UK.
So far 49 cross party MPs have signed an Early Day Motion to Protect Offshore
Jobs: https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/56909/protect-offshore-jobs
We have also been told by several cross party MPs that they have written to
various members of the UK Government outlining the crisis engulfing the offshore
energy industry and highlighting trade union demands.
The pressure for meaningful government intervention into the offshore energy
industry to protect jobs is growing.

Next Stage of Campaign
Ahead of the UK government’s autumn budget statement, Unite Offshore is
opening up the next stage of our campaign: Save the UK OffShore Energy Industry.
From today we are inviting all members, workers and concerned citizens to write
directly to the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
(BEIS), Alok Sharma., as well as other key ministers within BEIS. A copy of a
template email is overleaf for full details.
Mr Sharma, as well as being Minister for BEIS, is also the minister for
Climate Change and is currently chairing a number of round table
discussions on the UK government’s economic recovery strategy.
It is vital that as many people as possible write to Mr Sharma and
the key members of the team at BEIS calling for meaningful
intervention into the offshore energy industry, with a view to
protecting offshore jobs.

Now is the time to Act
Please take 2 minutes to use our online form that will allow you
to send an email to the UK Minister for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy today. Send a message now: Click Here

Get Active, Get Organised, Get Involved:
Join Unite Today

The Future is in YOUR Hands

Now is the time to act.
As Unite Offshore moves into the
next phase of our Save the UK
OffShore Energy Industry
Campaign YOU need to get
involved.
Please take 2 minutes to use our
online form that will allow you to
send an email to the UK Minister
for Business, Energy & Industrial
Strategy , as well as other key
ministers withn BEIS today.

Send a message now
Click Here

Unite Offshore

Save the UK OffShore
Energy Industry
Sample Message to the Minister for
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy
Dear Secretary of State,
I write to you today to highlight the urgent need for
government intervention to protect offshore jobs on the UK
Continental Shelf.
The coronavirus pandemic has had an unprecedented impact
upon the offshore energy industry, with the sharpest retraction
in demand for oil since records began. The UK Government’s
Job Retention Scheme has been widely used by offshore
employers. However, it is becoming increasingly clear that the
scheme has, in many cases, proved to be not much more than
a proverbial stay of execution. With thousands of offshore
workers already being subject to redundancy consultations
and with OGUK estimating that as many as 30,000 offshore
jobs could go as a result of the coronavirus pandemic, now is
the time for real and meaningful government intervention into
the industry.

of England and beyond.
In addition, many tens of thousands of jobs rely upon the
industry in the support and supply chain. If the contraction in
offshore employment is on the scale being forecast, the
damage to organisations and their workers, as well as the
wider local economies more heavily reliant upon the offshore
energy industry, will be immense.
Today I am urging you to act to protect offshore jobs in the
way being suggested by Unite and in doing so ensure that any
intervention into the industry is also contingent upon ensuring
workers have strong trade unions rights now and through the
transition to net-zero emissions in the future.
The future of the industry is in the hands of your department
and in the hands of the UK Government.

Click Here Now to send this message to the
Minister for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy
and his colleagues Today.

Unite the Union has now sent on well over a thousand epostcards on behalf of concerned constituents to MPs the
length and breadth of the UK calling for:



Direct state investment in the sector via low cost loans
to operators. This will make the Government “equity
partners” in any future operations



OGUK and the Government to at once honour and
speed up their “Roadmap to 2035” commitment to
maintain North Sea employment at 135,000 jobs.



Proper collective bargaining with unions now and when
transitioning to greener industries (including a
meaningful trade union voice in relation to the
introduction of New Tech and Automation).

In addition, there is growing cross-party support for the Early
Day Motion: https://edm.parliament.uk/early-daymotion/56909/protect-offshore-jobs and MPs from more than
one major UK political party have told Unite that they back the
key aims of this campaign.
The offshore energy industry is strategically vital to the
interests of our country and it is also a major employer of
highly skilled workers, not just in the North East of Scotland
but also the central belt of Scotland as well as across the North

The Future is in YOUR Hands

Join Unite Today, Visit:
https://join.unitetheunion.org/

